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3.2 Case Study 1: Construction of an asphalt base and a quarry 
 

This case study presents the manner in which the use of the Law on Free Access to 
Information acts preventively in averting violation of procedures prescribed by law. 

 

By means of the SOS telephone a report was submitted  in which doubt is expressed that an 
investor from Podgorica was to start the construction of an asphalt base and a quarry in the 
village Potoci, local community Bioče, Municipality Podgorica. 
 

According to the statements in the report the company had began the preparatory works for the 
construction of the asphalt base. 
 

The report stated that the company did not possess regularly obtained permits and licenses of 
competent bodies.  
 

After submitting a request for free access to information we were informed that the company did 
not address the competent ministry for issuing of ecological consent, as the law envisages. 

 
Provision on the environmental impact assessment 

(Published in "Off. Gazette of RoM ", no. 14/97) Articles 1 and 2 
 

This provision regulates the procedure of environmental impact assessment of an intervention 
(hereinafter: assessment) which can lead to environment pollution, i.e. which represents a 
risk for the environment, types of interventions for which an assessment is obligatory, the 
content of the assessment analysis, the criteria that have to be met by professional 
organizations which can develop assessment analysis, participation of the public and the 
manner of assessment and verification.  

 

The assessment includes works or activities which can lead to temporary or permanent 
degradation of the environment, and which refer to the use of space, construction or 
reconstruction of objects, introduction and change of technologies, exploitation of natural 
resources and the execution of other works (hereinafter: interventions).  
Types of interventions from paragraph 1 of this Article are quoted in the appendix which is an 
integral part of this provision. 

 

Types of interventions for which Environmental impact assessment is obligatory:  
III. Construction materials production  
9. Production of cement and lime,  
10. Asphalt bases,  
11. Production of other construction materials,  
12. Plants for exploitation and processing of asbestos and productions containing asbestos 

 

In order to check the statements from the report, on December 11 2007 MANS forwarded a 
request to the Ministry of Tourism and Environment Protection by which it requested  
 

• The construction permit for the construction of the asphalt base and the quarry and  
• Environmental impact studies for the project of construction of the asphalt base and the 

quarry issued to the company DOO “ Tehnoput “. 
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On December 21 2007 the Ministry of Tourism and Environment Protection submitted a decision 
by which it informed us that it did not possess the required study of environmental impact 
assessment, because the investor did not submit a request for issuing of the ecological 
consent. 

 

 Decision of the Ministry of Tourism and Environment Protection as of December 21 2007 
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On January 10 2008 MANS submitted a request for submitting of information to the Ministry for 
Economic Development, requiring the submitting of the construction permit copies for the 
construction of the asphalt base and the quarry issued to the company DOO “ Tehnoput “ from 
Podgorica. 
 

Since an answer was not submitted within 8 days prescribed by the Law on Free Access to 
Information, on March 13 2008 MANS sent a repeated request to the Ministry for Economic 
Development but no answer was given pursuant to this request either. 
 

The case is still unresolved. 
 

It has been since 2006 that citizens have continuously addressed MANS with the request to 
monitor the situation on the mentioned locality in order to prevent the abovementioned company 
from beginning construction of the asphalt base without consents envisaged by the law and 
without informing the citizens there one.  
 
 


