MANS Investigative Centre has warned the public that the state institution
Secretariat for Development Projects is abusing the Law on Classified
Information by hiding minutes from National Investment Commission meetings.
The decision denying MANS this information did not specify the precise reasons
why the minutes of the session should be kept secret, what are the interests
that could be jeopardized if the public learned what Milo Pukanovi¢ and
associates were discussing and whose are those interests. 01/07/2019

36 Montenegrin NGOs urged the Ministry of Defense to withdraw controversial
provisions of the Law on Classified Information that provide for
1 unconstitutional hiding of information from the public. Proposed amendments
| allow all state bodies to declare information secret, if their disclosure would
~ influence "performing of activities of a state body". Such broad definition of the
© reasons why documents can be hidden from the eyes of the publicis not in
~ accordance with the Constitution or international standards. 02/07/2019

~= %" The Network for Affirmation of NGO Sector has revealed that the Ministry of
IS WY Financeds hiding data on aid payments in the amount of two million anc
zx €400,000 from thebudget reserve allocated to some municipalitiesand sports
SIS organizations ahead of last year's presidential election. If amendments to the
41 Law on Classified Information are adopted, the situation-will be drastically worse

R and these institutions will be able to declare secret whatever they want:
04/07/2019

At the end of last year, NGO Network for Affirmation of NGO Sector (MANS)
requested from the State Audit Institution (SAIl) complete documentation in its
possession relating to the construction of the Bar-Boljare highway. This
institution restricted accessto the documentation in their possession to the one
approved by the Ministry of Transport, while the rest was marked "internal".

This example testifies to the widespread misuse of the Law on Classified
Information. 05707/2019

Pavle Radulovic, the Minister of Sustainable Development and Tourism, finally
contradicted himself when, confronted with the facts, he admitted that the Tara
River has been devastated, more than 20 days after this was confirmed by the
UNESCO report. At the same time, the Administration for Inspection Affairs
continues to refuse to provide any concrete information on what were the
omissions for which these minor penalties were imposed, thereby directly
violating the Law on Inspection Control, which must be public. In addition, in this
way the Constitution of Montenegro is not respected, because data on the state
of the environment are hidden from the citizens, which is one of a series of

shameful examples of the attitude of institutions of the system towards the
R public. 05/07/2019

2w s e o0 sone s oo o | (1@ PPIVAtization and Capital Projects Council continues to cover how much it

1 bosebnim priiozima, za svaku fazu Arbitrainlh pestupaka, uz prethodnu saglagnost
Klijenta. '

2.2 Pored naknade definisane u tadki 2.1, Kiijent ée nadoknaditi Schénherr-u sve nastale paid for the Se rViceS Of the SChonherr IaW firm, despite the rUIing by the

trodkove (kac $to su putni trodkovi, trodkovi na ime prevoda i drugi trodkovi u

s u vea s vseme sz sivcs s o wimoon, 20— AMINIStrative Court adoped in February. MANS asked for this information three

prethodne odobreni od strane Klijentz pisanim putem, uklutujuét i trodkove

years ago since the Council did everything it could to hide the information from

2.3 Naknada i frodkovi odredeni u skiadu sa odredbama ovog Ugovora ne uidjuéuju PDV
il eventualne druge poreze i Javne namete. BYio kakvi porezl | javni nameti koji se u

s worem s s e s the public, declaring it confidential. For almost half a year, the Privatization

3. Fakturisanje

1 e e s s s e s COUNCIL NAS 1gnored this decision of the Administrative Court, continuing to

dinamikom placanja definisanom prilogom zajedno sa specifikacijom usluga koje su

e | oo K2 S 5o Uswron (k) misuse the Law on Classified Information in order to keep the controversial

3.2 Fakture e biti plative najkasnije u roku od fetrnaest {14) kalendarskih dana od

e i, o1 e 3o, invoices secret. 06/07/2019

Despite the rulings of the Administrative Court, the Minister of Defense, Predrag
Boskovic¢, continues to hide documentation from the public that would reveal
which officials had received loans to resolve the housing problem. As a reason for
hiding this information from the public, Boskovic states that the disclosure of who
received the loan from the Government "would have a detrimental effect to the
Interest which is more important than the public's interest in knowing that
iInformation." Boskovic further states that if the loan data were made public, it

would "endanger the internal functioning of the authorities", in this case the
Housing Committee. 08/07/2019

U The National Security Agency (ANB) declined to provide MANS with information
gencija za nacionalnu bezbjednost - ; . .

w3 e, . 514,205, 45 717, sv e sz | ON the @xact number of people monitored and wiretapped in 2018, asthe
sobocnom s rfomaciama | Suer it e G, b 412 00) i 0+ information was classified. Referring to the Law on Classified Information, this

e e MEEY T information was labeled "SECRET", without conducting a harm test that would
| ) show in what way the statistics on the number of persons who are the subject of
RIESENE interest of ANB could jeopardize any interest. MANS first requested this
Odbija se a0 NG, b 11460 igin e v i momagane |~ INFOrmation in 2006 when accurate information was obtained that 5 persons
st i were monitored in 2005, and that ANB monitored means of communication for
. el s i b it v g, 45 persons. What led to the change in this practice has never been explained by

the ANB, nor on whose initiative is this information now hidden from the public.
09/07/2019

The Ministry of Defence is going to delete from the Draft Law on‘Amendments to
the Law on Classified Information the disputed provision that prescribes the
possibility of declaring classified information whose disclosure would or could
have harmful consequencesforthe work of public authorities. The Ministry of
Defence recognised the mistake in the definition of classified information
"Internal” and are prepared to "shape the norm" to make it clear to everyone that
® = itrelates to the field of defence of military security and monetary policy, and

& stated that they did not want to restrict access to data. 10/07/2019

The Ministry of Public Administration (MPA) has rejected a civil sector v

initiative to launch a petition "Our money, their flats and secret funds".

MANS has already presented to the public concrete evidence of the ways in v

e which laws and regulations are misused to conceal information of public
g T importance, especially when it comes to spending budgetary resources. v

More and more government agencies are misusing institutes of secrecy to

restrict access todata. 12/07/2019

NGOs Network for Affirmation of NGO Sector (MANS), Green Home and the
Center for Protection and Research of birds (CZIP) will ask the Parliamentary
Committee on Tourism, Agriculture, Ecology and Spatial Planning to organise
control hearings of the Minister of Transport Osman Nurkovic¢ and the Minister
of Sustainable Development and Tourism Pavle Radulovié, after the report
confirmed that the construction of the highway has devastated the Tara River.
This is the fourth document of a relevant international organization dealing with

the issue of endangerment of Tara in the process of the highway construction.
17/07/2019

At the press conference, a new mobile application “Pitajte poslanike” ("Ask MPs®)
was presented by NGO MANS within the framework of the implementation of the
project "Improving of parliamentary monitoring and accountability in
Montenegro", supported by the United Nations Democracy Fund (UNDEF). In this
way, citizens will be able to engage in campaign related to the protection of the
Tara River, as well as to ask any questions to MPs in the Parliament of
Montenegro. 19/07/2019

https://play.google.com/store/apps/detaiIs?id=mve.co.mans.Pit?:ﬂ'teposlanike
Downstream from the construction site of Matesevo loop, field team of the

Network for Affirmation of NGO Sector (MANS) registered new pollution of the
Tara River. MANS has been warning for months that state authorities' response
to behaviour of China's CRBC and subcontractors is completely inadequate, and
that current supervision does not properly depict what is happening on the river,
but also that criminal policy does not deter anyone from continuing its
devastation. The latest UNESCO Committee report confirmed the findings of a
November monitoring mission that the construction of the highway had a

serious impact on the Tara River, and that the state must seriously respond to
_ thisissue. 19/07/2019

In first week alone after launching the new mobile application of MANS “Pitajte

poslanike” (“Ask MPs"), citizens sent almost 100 questions to their

representatives in the Parliament of Montenegro, which additionally confirms

the justification of establishing such way of communication between citizens and

MPs. In the following period, MANS will regularly inform the public on the use of
S this application citizens, what are the topics most interesting for citizens, and

s~ = Which MPs regularly or less promptly respond to citizens' questions. 23/07/2019
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