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 The Agency for Prevention of Corruption restricted the Network for
Affirmation of NGO (MANS) from access to loan repayment documents for
improving housing conditions in 2018, when 10 officials shared € 70.000.
The decision to restrict access to documents was signed by the Acting
Director Savo Milašinović, who declared the granting of favourable and
privileged loans to Agency officials a "trade secret". MANS, as well as the
Montenegrin public, are thus denied the names of nine officials who met the
Agency's ad requirements, while information on the tenth official exist -
Milašinović also received the loan and duly reported it in extraordinary
assets and income statement.                                                               18/02/2020     
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NGO MANS reported Montenegro’s President, Milo Đukanović, to the Agency
for Prevention of Corruption (APC) and the Special State Prosecutor's
Office (SSPO) on suspicion that he had used official aircraft of the
Government of Montenegro for private purposes. Full responsibility for the
apparent abuse of office to the detriment of the public interest and the state
budget is expected to be established. The report also includes the Secretary
General of the Government, who enabled the use of the official aircraft for
private travel, while her Secretariat persistently refuses to provide the
public with any information on the manner in which the state aircraft is
used.                                                                                                                         04/02/2020         
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The information whether the visit of Montenegro’s President to France
during the New Year’s holiday was official or private could not be obtained
from his cabinet, as well as whether the President used the aircraft of the
Government of Montenegro for those purposes and whether Paris was the
final destination of his trip. It is still unknown how much money the citizens of
Montenegro spent on the New Year's flight of the President of Montenegro.
You can find more detailed data obtained by the MANS Investigative Centre,
which indicate a reasonable suspicion of abuse of office for private purposes,
at: http://www.mans.co.me/en/secret-flights-of-the-government-aircraft-
new-years-adventure-of-the-president-of-montenegro/       01/02/2020
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As a response to invitation of the Prime Minister of Montenegro for a
dialogue sent a few days ago, NGO MANS confirmed that it would accept
it, with the expectation that the Government will show concrete
willingness to improve legislation and create conditions for public control
of its work. “We believe that it is our civic duty to persistently try to
contribute to the implementation of reforms, even when there are minimal
conditions and minimal political willingness to do so, but we will not accept to
only play a role in any process”, Executive Director of MANS points out. 
                                                                                                                                07/02/2020           
   

Five non-governmental organizations and NGO MANS sent an open letter
to the judges of the Constitutional Court of Montenegro regarding the
election of the "presiding judge". As they point out, the election is contrary
to the Constitution of Montenegro and the Law on the Constitutional
Court of Montenegro, and they urge to repeal the contested decision, that
the oldest judge assumes the office of the President of the Constitutional
Court and repeat the process of electing the President of the
Constitutional Court in order to protect the constitutionality and legality
and to enable implementation of the rule of law.                    06/02/2020    
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The Agency for Prevention of Corruption (APC) refused, upon prior
report by MANS, to investigate in what way the assistant director of the
Police Directorate earned money and bought a cottage, given that the
amount of €15.000 was never reported. According to MANS, by not
prosecuting these cases as well, a very dangerous message is being sent
that, as far as APC is concerned, everything illegal that was acquired
before 2016 is now legal and introduced into official flows. In this manner,
APC does not act as an official filter that is supposed to separate credible from
the corrupt public officials, not because it cannot or does not have the
competence, but above all because it does not wish to do so.  07/02/2020 

MANS Investigative Centre published information showing that for over five
years, “Carinvest” company, owned by the President of the Municipality of
Budva, Marko Carević, has been occupying nearly half a million square meters
of the state-owned land in Krimovica, the Municipality of Kotor. The
authorities in charge of safeguarding state property have not problematized
this case so far. In the meantime, Carević built agricultural facilities on the
state land that spans over 6,000 square meters, contrary to the law and
without a building permit. You can read full investigative story
at: http://www.mans.co.me/en/with-the-help-of-the-state-carevic-occupied-
half-a-million-square-meters-in-krimovica/                               19/02/2020                
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Latest data obtained by MANS show that the President of the Municipality
of Budva not only used the enormous state land without any
compensation, but the Government of Montenegro also financially helped
to build his agricultural empire in Krimovica. In the last two years, the
Ministry of Agriculture has paid nearly 100 thousand Euros to the
company "Carinvest" for subsidies for agricultural production and
procurement of equipment, even though it is a farm completely built on
occupied state land and without a building permit.            25/02/2020  
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