
ANNUAL REPORT

2021





Our Vision

Montenegro as a fair, open and free society of active and free
citizens with a government that serves the public interest.

Our Mission

MANS is non-governmental organization that fights against
corruption and organized crime that affect Montenegro.
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January in photos

January
in MANS

15

NGO sector points out that citizens should immediately put pressure on the
new government to give up its obvious intention to continue the partitocratic
practice. "Rescuing the state institutions from DPS is a legitimate goal of the new
government, but the question is to what extent it will be possible to ensure their
independence if we replace one political staff with another. The interest of citizens
to have efficient and depoliticized institutions must be at the top of the agenda of
public administration reform of the new government, and that is an imperative
that must not be subordinated to any personal or party interest."        15/01/2021
                                                                                                                  

15

The Agency for Prevention of Corruption also found that eight media outlets
violated the provisions of the Law on Financing of Political Entities and Election
Campaigns in the eve of last year's parliamentary elections. For days and weeks
after submitting initiatives to the Agency, NGO MANS warned this institution
that its response to violations of the law in this area must be timely. "Now that
the Agency has finally announced the decisions it adopted mostly after the
election, when the campaigns ended, it is quite clear that this was done to still
allow these media outlets to publish political advertisements contrary to the law."
                                                                                                                                                  19/01/2021 

Last year's flight of the President Milo Đukanović to Paris by the state plane
remains a secret for the citizens of Montenegro, now thanks to the decision of
the Agency for Prevention of Corruption (APC). APC determined that the
President of Montenegro did not violate the Law on Prevention of Corruption,
without examining additional evidence, while the reason for using the state plane
was "meetings with a certain degree of secrecy". Even if it was really a business
trip to Paris, it is indisputable that Đukanović's decision to spend the New
Year's holidays in the United States additionally cost citizens of Montenegro
in the form of subsequent flights of the state aircraft to Paris. MANS filed the
report with APC against Đukanović back in February last year, while the
decision was adopted almost a year later, acting "ex officio", as stated in it. 
                                                                                                                                                   15/01/2021
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16
The Agency for Prevention of Corruption (APC) found that participants in the
business with concessions for small hydropower plants had violated the law by
funding the election campaign of the Democratic Party of Socialists (DPS) in the eve
of last year's parliamentary elections. NGO MANS welcomed the decision, but also
stated that the Agency could have reacted earlier, considering that suspicions of
violating the Law in this case were pointed out back in August. “The absence of
such practice shows that APC has no capacities, whether it is political will or
something else, to prevent political corruption in time and send a clear message that
it cannot be an integral part of the electoral process in Montenegro."       19/01/2021

At the end of October last year, MANS submitted an initiative to the Agency for
Prevention of Corruption (APC) to initiate proceedings against the former Prime
Minister Duško Marković, as well as ministers Milutin Simović, Predrag Bošković,
Mevludin Nuhodžić, Dragica Sekulić, Nikola Janović, Suzana Pribilović and Damir
Šehović, for violating the law pertaining to incompatibility between the office of an
MP and a member of the Government of Montenegro. Decision that the former
Prime Minister, now MP, Duško Marković and several ministers of the previous
government violated the Law on Prevention of Corruption is late. “Continuing
the practice of the so-called delayed response to apparent violations of the law,
APC is strengthening its position as one of the key obstacles in Montenegro's
institutional response to accumulated corruption issues.”                      16/01/2021
                                                   

That the Recording ("Snimak") affair is not the only case of unlawful employment is
also shown by the latest example in the Municipality of Ulcinj, where the
prosecution initiated an investigation against the leaders of that municipality due to
suspicion that they had committed the criminal offense of negligent work in the
service. The Network for Affirmation of NGO Sector (MANS), which has been
dealing with the misuse of state resources for party purposes for years, claims that
the fight against party employment should not be stopped in an individual case.
"Everyone from the 'new government' and the 'new opposition' should be questioned so
that we have a fair system and send a clear message that no one should get a job solely
on the basis of recommendation by a political party."                                              22/01/2021

27
Since the Deputy Prime Minister of Montenegro announced a joint fight against
high-level corruption, by establishing a working body, and after the application
deadline, he decided that the Executive Director of the Network for Affirmation of NGO
Sector, Vanja Ćalović Marković, and Stevo Muk, Chairman of the Board of Directors of
the Institute Alternative, were also members of the National Council for fight against
corruption. The Deputy Prime Minister's office said that Ćalović Marković “has been
recognized for years as a leading fighter against corruption and organized crime in
Montenegro, while Muk is a head of one of the leading think-tank organizations that
has been dealing with the problem of corruption in the public sector for years." 
                                                                                                                                                               27/01/2021

28
Data obtained by the MANS Investigative Centre, in cooperation with colleagues
from OCCRP, show in that nearly 4,000 tons of grit waste originating from
Montenegro have been in the Ukrainian port of Kherson for more than a year,
after the local police opened an investigation into how the French company Valgo
shipped that hazardous waste from Bijela at the end of 2019. "Valgo" is engaged
in the project of soil remediation of the former Shipyard Bijela, financed from the
World Bank loan. You can read full investigative story with all details at the
following link: http://www.mans.co.me/en/how-grit-waste-from-montenegro-
ended-up-in-ukraine-hazardous-journey/                                                           28/01/2021 
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https://www.monitor.co.me/autokorupcija-zaduzim-te-po-dubini/
https://www.vijesti.me/vijesti/drustvo/504669/osam-medija-krsilo-izborni-zakon
http://www.mans.co.me/en/president-dukanovics-trip-to-paris-still-a-secret/
https://www.vijesti.me/vijesti/politika/504693/donacije-dps-u-za-izbornu-kampanju-bile-nezakonite
http://www.mans.co.me/en/decision-of-apc-in-the-case-of-markovic-and-former-ministers-is-late-and-does-not-bring-justice/
https://www.monitor.co.me/partijske-kadrove-udomljavale-i-opstine-u-kojima-dps-nije-bio-na-vlasti-hoce-li-vlada-uhapsiti-i-sebe/
https://www.vijesti.me/vijesti/drustvo/506813/calovic-markovic-i-muk-u-frontu-protiv-korupcije
http://www.mans.co.me/en/how-grit-waste-from-montenegro-ended-up-in-ukraine-hazardous-journey/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=me.co.mans.pitajte_institucije
http://www.mans.co.me/en/secret-flights-of-the-government-aircraft-new-years-adventure-of-the-president-of-montenegro/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/concessionaires-donated-e-13000-for-dps-campaign/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/media-that-violated-the-law-not-allowed-to-advertise-political-entities-fines-from-5-to-e-20-thousand/
http://rtcg.me/vijesti/politika/307998/calovic-i-muk-u-savjetu-za-borbu-protiv-korupcije.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wAZ_lNpP_Tg
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February in photos

February
in MANS

02

The Ministry of Ecology, Spatial Planning and Urbanism reacted to the initiative of
the NGO MANS regarding the announcing of public tenders for the
development of urban and architectural designs for the construction of
facilities at three locations in Herceg Novi. After reviewing the documentation,
the Ministry concluded in all three cases that there was no planning basis for
announcing public tenders for the development of urban and architectural
designs. It is proposed to the Secretariat for Spatial Planning and Construction of
the Municipality of Herceg Novi to suspend the implementation of the mentioned
competitions, i.e. to revoke the decision on their announcing.               02/02/2021

02

Given that the recently launched scandals (loan from the "Abu Dhabi Fund",
"Plantaže") remain with the perpetrators at the levels of the state administration
which did not have the essential decision-making power, NGO MANS is not
optimistic that high-level corruption cases in Montenegro are going to be
investigated. "Top officials of the previous regime are not covered by the investigation,
although the State Prosecutor's Office is now opening drawers that have not been
opened for 30 years. But in this case as well, it will turn out that some documentation,
which indicates criminal acts, will not be usable because the statute of limitations will
run out due to the fact that we have been silent on the issue of prosecuting high-level
corruption for the last 30 years", MANS stated.                                                10/02/2021

The Administrative Court of Montenegro instructed the Agency for Prevention of
Corruption (APC) to make a new, legal decision upon the initiative of NGO MANS
in order to review whether the President Milo Đukanović violated regulations in
2011 by allegedly not reporting a gift of nearly 30,000 euros – a trip and stay in
Dubai. Earlier, at the end of October last year, the Administrative Court passed
another verdict that referred to Đukanović's companion on his trip to Dubai,
Branimir Gvozdenović, and instructed APC to make a new decision. However,
three months after that, a new decision was not made, nor does the new APC
management have an answer to the question why Gvozdenović did not report a
paid trip to the Emirates as a gift from Duško Knežević.                        02/02/2021

16

17

10

24
NGO MANS held an online two-day training for about 20 journalists from
various Montenegrin media, who had the opportunity to master or improve
their skills in online and offline research, searching of domestic and foreign
registers of persons and companies, free access to information and fact-
checking. The training was held in cooperation with the organization KRIK
from Belgrade, with the support of the U.S. Embassy Podgorica within the
project "Support to Investigative Journalism in Montenegro", implemented by
the NGO MANS.                                                                                                           24/02/2021

By visiting Marko Carević's farm in Krimovica, the Minister of Agriculture,
Aleksandar Stijović, reaffirmed lawlessness and the seizure of state property as
a recipe for illicit personal enrichment at the expense of citizens of
Montenegro. The farm in Krimovica, to which the Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Water Management refers to as "an exceptionally arranged
agricultural farm", was built on nearly half a million square meters of state
land that Carević has been usurping for years, without any compensation or
sanction. Public promotion of such projects for which there is very concrete
evidence that they are illegal, is not a way to restore citizens' trust in
institutions, but on the contrary, it can only result in their further collapse.         
                                                                                                                                               16/02/2021
The director of the NGO MANS participated as a panellist in the conference
"How to achieve electoral integrity", organised by the Center for Democratic
Transition (CDT). On that occasion, she pointed out the constant absence of
results by the Agency for Prevention of Corruption. "APC does not take into
account the essence of the law. There is no way we can understand that APC is hiding
key data, and it is hiding it to the point where former director Sreten Radonjić, now
head of the Agency for Personal Data Protection and Free Access to Information, is
revoking APC’s decisions." It was assessed at the conference that the penalties for
violating the Law on Financing of Political Entities are inadequate and that it
practically "pays of" for the parties to violate the law in order to win more seats.    
                                                                                                                                                     17/02/2021 

MANS called on the Government of Montenegro to withdraw the Conclusion on the
use of the current budget reserve for the first three months of this year without delay,
until it changes the rulebook on its use and defines clear and transparent criteria for
spending the money of citizens of Montenegro. According to the Conclusion, the
funds intended for assistance to legal entities for financing of the activities, to
natural persons for medical expenses, education and improvement of financial
situation and rehabilitation of natural disasters, would be spent in accordance
with the Rulebook adopted by the DPS’ Government in 2009, which does not meet
even the minimum requirements for ensuring full transparency in the distribution
of state money, and is a legacy of the previous government.                   19/02/2021

2021

https://www.dan.co.me/?nivo=3&rubrika=Regioni&clanak=777975&datum=2021-02-02
https://www.vijesti.me/vijesti/drustvo/511269/djukanovici-se-pominju-u-vecini-kljucnih-afera-u-crnoj-gori
https://www.vijesti.me/vijesti/drustvo/508597/perovic-da-pita-djukanovica-za-put-u-dubai
http://www.mans.co.me/en/two-day-training-for-journalists-held/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/by-paying-visit-to-krimovica-minister-stijovic-affirms-seizure-of-the-state-property-as-a-recipe-for-success/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RfrzQcZJfgo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8gVlXNlmZn8
https://www.vijesti.me/vijesti/politika/513219/calovic-markovic-konstantan-izostanak-rezultata-ask-skrivaju-kljucne-podatke
http://www.mans.co.me/en/distribution-of-the-budget-funds-must-be-more-transparent-than-before/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/distribution-of-the-budget-funds-must-be-more-transparent-than-before/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=me.co.mans.pitajte_institucije
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7LqUogb58Vk
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March in photos

March
in MANS

02

After almost two years since the then director of the Agency for Prevention of
Corruption replied to the NGO MANS that the initiative against President
Milo Đukanović for failing to report an increase in assets was unfounded, the
Administrative Court ordered making a new, legal decision. It was
previously stated that the verification of the data "did not reveal any
discrepancies with the data kept in the official records of other state bodies". The
facilities that are not "crumbling", as Đukanović reported them to the state
authorities until then, are clearly visible in the aerial footage.   01/03/2021   

01

Commenting on one hundred days of work of the Government, executive
director of the NGO MANS also assessed that the complex relations in the
ruling coalition raise the question of the possibility of government
reconstruction. "The biggest obstacle in the work of the Government are
unrealistic demands, contrary to international standards that come from the
ruling majority. There are very few concrete results. In one hundred days, it would
not be possible to see significant results even if it had greater political support, let
alone in this situation." However, she believes that "despite all the objective
obstacles, the Government could have done more in this period, such as accepting
proposals coming from the NGO sector."                                                          09/03/2021

MANS called on the Special State Prosecutor to publish complete
documentation he collected during the investigation in the "Envelope" case,
on the basis of which the indictment against Slavoljub Stijepović was
prepared, because it is of undisputed public interest to determine how it
was rejected. The decision of the High Court to dismiss a part of the indictment
in the "Envelope" case related to Slavoljub Stijepović represents a new defeat
for the Montenegrin judiciary and another in a series of evidence that it is
politicized to the extent that even concrete evidence is not enough to prosecute
obvious corruption.                                                                                                 02/03/2021

06

09

03
That the Government of Montenegro has once again allowed compromises
between politics and the profession that have always resulted in damage to the
public interest, is shown by the appointment of the current Secretary for Investments
of the Municipality of Budva as the new director of the Public Enterprise for Coastal
Zone Management. As a reminder, the new director of the Public Enterprise for
Coastal Zone Management worked as the secretary for investments at a time
when the company "Asfalt-beton gradnja" received millions-worth of tenders from
the Municipality of Budva for asphalting the streets, while the company
"Carinvest" owned by the mayor, performed works as a disguised contractor.               
                                                                                                                                                     06/03/2021

Based on the Law on Free Access to Information, the Investigative Centre
of the Network for Affirmation of NGO Sector (MANS) received data
indicating that the National Security Agency traded cars worth nearly 1.2
million euros in late 2017 and early 2018, of which one vehicle alone -
"Mercedes Maybach" was paid more than 647,000 euros. However, the
National Security Agency refused to submit documentation related to other
payments from the State Treasury from the end of 2017, which also relate
to the payment of "means of transport".                                                  03/03/2021 

Online panel discussion "Women's Leadership - an opportunity for social
changes" brought together prominent women from the diplomatic corps
and civil society, role models whose credibility is based not only on their
careers or professional status, but also on their courage, personal integrity
and support to other women. The event, where one of the panellists was the
executive director of the NGO MANS, allowed us to hear strong, prominent
women who influence positive social changes, and also sent a message to
younger generations, as well as those who seek to participate in public life,
on unlimited opportunities regardless of the gender.                    18/03/2021

19

31

By appointing the former SNP MP, Aleksandar Damjanović, as the acting director of
the Revenue and Customs Administration, the Government of Montenegro
continues, at the very least, questionable personnel policy in sectors that are
particularly prone to corruption and in which radical changes are necessary. As
the Revenue Administration was created by merging two state institutions,
which in the past were particularly burdened by abuses and significant omissions
when it comes to control and collection of taxes, it is incomprehensible that
precisely Damjanović was elected, whose previous career in the Parliament of
Montenegro was not deprived of the procedures that had benefited the previous
regime and the tycoons associated with it.                                                     19/03/2021

NGO MANS called on the Government and Prime Minister Krivokapić to
urgently suspend the implementation of contracts with offshore companies
concluded by the former regime, as well as to hire independent experts in
cooperation with the European Union to analyse and evaluate oil
exploration work. Otherwise, a change of government can only mean a change of
pockets to which the benefits of corruption flow, and not a sincere break with the
practices of the previous regime promised by the Prime Minister and all the parties
that support him. Previously, 60 NGOs sent an initiative to the Government for
the urgent suspension of oil and gas exploration from the Montenegrin
underwater and the termination of signed contracts for the exploitation of
fossil fuels in the Adriatic.                                                                                     31/03/2021

2021

https://www.vijesti.me/vijesti/drustvo/516705/upravni-sud-nalozio-ask-u-da-ponovo-provjeri-da-li-je-milo-djukanovic-prekrsio-zakon
https://www.slobodnaevropa.org/a/sto-dana-vlade-crne-gore-koju-ne-%C5%BEeli-ni-parlamentarna-ve%C4%87ina/31141858.html
http://www.mans.co.me/en/katnic-to-disclose-sspos-documentation-on-the-envelope-case/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/political-compromises-between-the-government-and-the-prime-minister-could-jeopardize-necessary-reforms/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/one-maybach-paid-647000-price-of-the-other-one-still-a-secret/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qOqs19aapsA&t=4s
http://www.mans.co.me/en/damjanovic-at-the-head-of-the-revenue-administration-is-a-bad-message-from-the-new-government/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hppa7p2Z0fg&t=14s
http://www.mans.co.me/en/the-government-should-hire-european-experts-and-review-the-contract-on-oil-exploration-instead-of-implementing-deals-concluded-by-the-former-regime-without-discussion/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BY6q_ICFy-w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HhmOXam2cAg
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April in photos

April
in MANS

08

According to NGO MANS, it is necessary to adopt a moratorium on further
implementation of the contract with the consortium ENI/Novatek, until its
validity is examined by the relevant EU experts who have much more
knowledge and experience in this field. Although the new Montenegrin
government has promised citizens an audit of all contracts signed by the
previous regime, Minister Bojanić confidently claims that everything is fine with
two largest projects such as oil exploration and highway construction. However,
when the decision on this deal was made, the then independent MP did not vote
for it or publicly support the plans of the former government, as he is doing
now from the position of the Minister of Capital Investments.        01/04/2021

01

A new MANS’ investigation shows that oil and gas exploration companies have
borrowed 70m euros from parent companies. Until these loans with the
corresponding interest are paid, the state will not have any income from the
income tax of oil companies, according to the Law on Hydrocarbons adopted by
the previous government. However, the Ministry of Capital Investments says that
we will pay "only" market interests, and they continue to claim that the
contract is good. MANS calls on the Ministry to use the mechanisms provided
for in the contract and hire international experts to urgently audit the
reported costs of oil and gas exploration, because this practice is reminiscent
of withdrawing money from Aluminium Plant Podgorica (KAP) through loans
from related companies.                                                                                          20/04/2021

MANS obtained documentation showing that contrary to the law, the previous
government approved an extension of the deadline for completion of research
to the consortium of offshore companies Eni Montenegro and Novatek
Montenegro from the Netherlands, although it had all the conditions to collect a
guarantee of 85 million euros. The agreement on the concession for the
production of hydrocarbons with ENI/Novatek, which stipulates that the initial oil
and gas exploration lasts four years, was signed by the Government on
September 14, 2016, while in mid-February last year, the Consortium submitted
a request for an extension of one year, which the Government of Duško Marković
accepted and instead of activating the guarantee, it allowed an extension of one
year, i.e. until September 14, 2021.                                                                        10/04/2021

10

20

In an interview with Monitor, the executive director of the NGO MANS, as the
head of the Expert Team of the National Council for the Fight against High-Level
Corruption, explains how (in)compatible her engagement is with her
engagement in the civil sector. On that occasion, she stated: "We must try to
find out where hundreds of millions or billions of euros taken out of
Montenegro ended up. The attempt of political exponents of corrupt
individuals to turn us off the road with a general cacophony will certainly
fail." You can find the complete interview at the link below: 
https://www.monitor.co.me/vanja-calovic-markovic-izvrsna-direktorica-mans-
kriminal-i-korupcija-ne-poznaju-zastave-samo-interes-i-profit/    08/04/2021

At the press conference of the National Council for the Fight against High-
Level Corruption, the collected documentation related to the allocation of
apartments and loans to public officials was disclosed. On that occasion, it
was announced that out of 580 public officials, at least 175 received aid in
resolving the housing issue, for which about 25 million euros was spent. In
what way and which high-ranking public officials received apartments
and loans from the state, as well as the complete data presented, can be
found at the link below: https://www.mans.co.me/najmanje-175-
funcionera-dobilo-stanove-od-drzave-utroseno-oko-25-miliona-eura/
                                                                                                                                           21/04/2021

23
At the debate on changes in the State Prosecutor's Office, the executive director
of MANS points out the undisputed dismissal of the top State Prosecutor's
Office, but in a legitimate way. "If the dismissals in the State Prosecutor's Office are
not legitimate, the consequences can be catastrophic. Imagine that new prosecutors
initiate proceedings against an official for corruption, then there is a dismissal of the
government, which again changes the State Prosecutor's Office, and then their
prosecutors withdraw the indictments. This would mean that this person could never
be prosecuted again for these crimes." On this occasion, she also emphasized that
we do not need a public debate because of the Venice Commission or the European
Union but because of us, in order to build a different Montenegro where decisions will
no longer be made behind anyone's closed doors."                                            23/04/2021

2021

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=goZ2yOym0eU
http://www.mans.co.me/en/while-he-was-in-the-opposition-minister-bojanic-did-not-support-eni-novatek/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/there-is-no-benefit-for-montenegro-until-eni-novatek-repay-the-loans/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/the-government-of-dusko-markovic-unlawfully-approved-the-extension-of-the-deadline-for-the-completion-of-oil-and-gas-exploration/
https://www.monitor.co.me/vanja-calovic-markovic-izvrsna-direktorica-mans-kriminal-i-korupcija-ne-poznaju-zastave-samo-interes-i-profit/?fbclid=IwAR2YJtQRf9avmOxBMUCTXx8v7olzLv39Xaxck1qUHV8fBDb_g8u5Zvm1nM0
http://www.mans.co.me/en/at-least-175-officials-received-apartments-from-the-state-around-25-million-euros-spent/
https://www.vijesti.me/vijesti/politika/532751/abazovic-bio-bih-srecan-da-imamo-packe-ek-ali-da-za-godinu-kazemo-da-je-tuzilastvo-nesto-radilo?fbclid=IwAR0kgF5ArFpYDs7NScqFah_m0o53sGx9qd1ne8pbPKgnmpu9KFrCyeTHdZk
https://www.facebook.com/nvo.mans/videos/892218228239026
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6ac3k28lao
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pp4cPsLD6HQ
https://www.facebook.com/nvo.mans/videos/816455742288701
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=me.co.mans.pitajte_institucije&fbclid=IwAR3IWfUPJN_BjayK3LT4Mz4PivgxqJxCTbpvgE0Q2N47dIcuHJzfsSTNvpg
https://www.facebook.com/nvo.mans/videos/290185612751414
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4rOkKjA9LY
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May in photos

May
in MANS

17

Data obtained by MANS show that the family of the Minister of Ecology, Spatial
Planning and Urbanism carried out works on the facility in Budva in the period
after 2008, which entails criminal liability in accordance with the amendments to
the Criminal Code of Montenegro which define illegal construction as a separate
criminal offence. The information also shows that the Mitrović family continued
the works on the facility even after submitting the request for legalization. This
points to the conclusion that for years, the current Minister of Urbanism has
knowingly violated the laws and regulations governing the field of spatial planning,
and that in addition to misdemeanours, due to illegal construction, there are grounds
for his criminal prosecution, according to which MANS filed a criminal complaint.
                                                                                                                                                      20/05/2021

13
Following the verdict of the Basic Court in Podgorica, the High Court also
confirmed that the Parliament of Montenegro unlawfully dismissed the
executive director of the NGO MANS from the position of a member of the
Council of the Agency for Prevention of Corruption and annulled the decision
of the Parliament. The proposal for dismissal was previously submitted to the
Parliament by the Anti-Corruption Committee, after APC made a decision which
determined that she had allegedly violated the Law on Prevention of Corruption.
"Court verdicts confirm that I was dismissed from the APC’s Council solely on political
grounds and that I have never violated the law. The MPs of the then government
dismissed me only because I insisted that the APC do its job and pointed out to the
public, on concrete examples, that the institution was under political control."   
                                                                                                                                                     13/05/2021

18

20

In the eve of the fifteenth anniversary of the restoration of independence, read
the column of the executive director of MANS: Where is Montenegro now and
where it should go.

Exposing of crime, inherited corrupt deals and secret agreements must be a
priority of the new government, which must not allow any individual to think
about taking over these very lucrative deals and continue on the same path.
After the untouchable "court" of the former regime, even the new ones must
not have untouchable "tsarevichs".


You can read the entire column at the link below: https://www.facebook.com/
nvo.mans/photos/a.513531598747644/3565786676855439/        17/05/2021  

MANS Investigative Centre has published data that show that the property of
the Chief Special Prosecutor Milivoje Katnić in village of Grbe, Municipality of
Danilovgrad, covers an area of about seven thousand square meters. Over
80% of that property used to be state-owned land that Katnić has acquired in
the last six years thanks to decisions by the Montenegrin government to sell it
to him under favourable terms or below market price. You can read how the
Chief Special Prosecutor did business with the state in the latest investigative
story at the link below: https://www.mans.co.me/kako-je-katnic-poslovao
-sa-drzavom-specijalna-cijena-za-specijalnog-tuzioca/                     31/05/2021

31

Montenegro is building its first highway, one of the most expensive in the world.
The project has been affected by allegations of corruption, construction delays
and environmental disasters. In an exclusive interview with Euronews, the
director of the Investigative Centre of the NGO MANS provides an insight into
a $ 1 billion-worth highway project in Montenegro financed by China.
Is Montenegro now stuck in Chinese debt? Have the funds been misused? Was there a
public tender? and Who is to blame? Complete interview at the link below: 
https://www.euronews.com/2021/05/07/is-corruption-why-montenegro-s-ambitious-
motorway-project-is-leading-nowhere                                                                     18/05/2021

Civic control over the financing of political entities and their campaigns is
crucial for early detection of political corruption, influence peddling, misuse of
state funds, and other deviations that accompany the electoral process in
Montenegro. In order for this control to be effective and preventive, full and
unhindered access to information on the work of political parties is necessary,
both during the election campaign, as well as to data related to their regular
operations. Misuse of state funds for election purposes, financing of campaigns
and parties from abroad, participation of third parties in election campaigns, as
well as liability and penalties, are some of the topics addressed at the Conference
on Financing of Political Entities and Election Campaigns organized by MANS.        
                                                                                                                                                26/05/2021 

2021

http://www.mans.co.me/en/mans-criminal-charges-filed-against-mitrovic-due-to-illegal-construction/
https://www.vijesti.me/vijesti/drustvo/538531/calovic-markovic-politicki-smijenjena-iz-savjeta-ask
https://www.facebook.com/nvo.mans/photos/a.513531598747644/3565786676855439/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/how-katnic-did-business-with-the-state-special-price-for-the-special-prosecutor/
https://www.euronews.com/2021/05/07/the-billion-dollar-motorway-leading-montenegro-to-nowhere
https://www.euronews.com/2021/05/07/is-corruption-why-montenegro-s-ambitious-motorway-project-is-leading-nowhere
https://cistakampanja.me/konferencija-finansiranje-politickih-partija-i-izbornih-kampanja/
https://www.vijesti.me/vijesti/crna-hronika/384916/caloviceva-nezakonito-smijenjena-iz-ask-a?fbclid=IwAR2Cxe98BnOyWqY0d-YEZYM-eJMoAdXMT6IaZztrNgWNYvXCdxkR0KjyhXo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EVrzjsPxzq4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dw6-g7Qd3r8&t=210s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dw6-g7Qd3r8&t=210s
https://www.facebook.com/nvo.mans/videos/123331946536245
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June in photos

June
in MANS

05

The latest data of the MANS Investigative Centre show that Bećirović used a
company founded by his other company, Caldero Trading Limited, registered
in Cyprus, to buy land from Medenica. Leaked banking data indicates that
Caldero Trading was conducting transactions with an offshore company
and two Baltic banks that found themselves at the centre of two networks
that laundered huge amounts of money from Russia. You can read how
offshore companies from the infamous Russian Laundromat business did
business with a local businessman at the link below: https://www.mans.co.
me/tragovi-ruske-perionice-novca-na-crnogorskoj-obali/           11/06/2021

02
NGO MANS called on the Council of the Agency for Prevention of Corruption
(APC) to immediately initiate the procedure for dismissal of the director Jelena
Perović due to results that continuously discredit the anti-corruption reforms,
and continue to ensure for individuals from the previous government to avoid
responsibility for violating the law. In the period from September last year to
February this year, the Administrative Court annulled several decisions of the
APC by which this institution refused to deal with cases of illicit enrichment of
senior public officials. For more than half a year, the director of APC has refused
to act on the rulings of the Administrative Court and reopen the cases of
Đukanović's property in Kočani and expensive trips to Dubai and Saint Tropez. 
                                                                                                                                                  02/06/2021

10

11

Although the current government has the right to audit the accounts of the
concessionaire Eni and Novatek, with which the former government signed a
contract in 2016, and which began exploratory oil and gas drilling in late
March, the Ministry of Capital Investments does not intend to audit everything that
has been done so far regarding this project, before it is determined whether there are
reserves, i.e. before the production starts. On this occasion, NGO MANS states
that it is quite certain that there is no political willingness in the Ministry to move
away from the practice that has existed so far, and that they will continue to insist
on a full audit of this agreement, with the help of relevant experts and maximum
transparency of the entire procedure.                                                                  05/06/2021

As part of the project to support investigative journalism in Montenegro, with the
support of The Balkan Trust for Democracy, MANS has announced a competition
for interactive online training for all interested journalists, regardless of their
employment status, as well as for for all individuals who want to improve their
investigative skills and gain new experiences. The training programme includes
three online modules that the participants will attend online, with specific tasks
and live sessions with trainers, and they will also be able to ask them questions.
The most successful and motivated participants of the training will have the
opportunity to apply for a paid three-month internship at the MANS Investigative
Centre.                                                                                                                                     18/06/2021

18

The investigative story that the Ministry of Economy distributed over 5,000 food
packages a month before last year's parliamentary elections, is brought by a journalist
from Vijesti with the support of MANS, as part of a project to support the
investigative journalism. The value of the package that was distributed to the
citizens on that occasion was close to 280,000 euros including VAT, and the
amount was paid from the budget reserve. Under the pretext of the coronavirus
pandemic, the whole deal was completed in just a few days, but the Ministry found
time to declare the documentation secret. This information contained data on the
amount of funds that were allocated from the state budget, as well as the fact that
the public procurement was organized by urgent procedure and without a public
call.                                                                                                                                              10/06/2021

The Director of the MANS Investigative Centre won Special Award for
investigative journalism at #EUAwards2021. The investigative story refers
to the case of the enrichment of the mayor of Budva in local tenders. The story
about the mayor of Budva was written mainly from information obtained on
the basis of the Law on Free Access to Information, which indicates the
importance of improving the implementation of this law. You can read the
complete award-winning investigative story with all the details at the link
below: http://www.mans.co.me/asfalt-sa-mirisom-korupcije-kako-je-
budvanski-predsjednik-opstine-zaradivao-od-gradskih-tendera/ 15/06/2021   
                                  

21
Montenegro’s judiciary and State Prosecutor's Office undoubtedly played a
significant role in state capture of Montenegro, i.e. strengthening its political and
interest influence on its institutions, which over time "learned" to subordinate the
public interest to private, i.e. party interest. In the report "State Capture:
Montenegro National Report", MANS investigated how to capture a state and
maintain the state capture, highlighting the shortcomings of the criminal justice
system in prosecuting large-scale corruption cases and exposing tailor-made laws
designed and adopted to protect the private interests of a few people. The
complete report can be downloaded at the link below: http://www.mans.co.me
/en/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/eng-state-captu_53661842.pdf . 21/06/2021

29
After more than six months and public criticism, the Ministry of Finance and
Social Welfare responded to requests for free access to information from the
NGO MANS, which related to budget spending after the election of the new
Montenegrin government. MANS obtained this information by using the Law
on Free Access to Information and by continuously reminding the Ministry of
Finance of the obligation to comply with that law. You can find all transactions
that have been carried out through the state treasury since the election of
the new Government of Montenegro until June 1, 2021 on the link below:
tinyurl.com/445byjku                                                                                                29/06/2021 

30
The public has no information on how nearly half a million euros allocated from
the budget was spent to finance the regular work of women's organizations of
political parties. Although the parties were duly paid funds in 2020 to finance
the regular work of women's organizations, almost no party submitted a
report on the manner in which these funds were spent, even though they are
obliged to do so according to the Law on Financing Political Entities. The
complete report of the NGO MANS "Money and Politics" is available at: 
http://www.mans.co.me/en/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Analysis-Money-
and-politics.pdf                                                                                                             30/06/2021 

2021

http://www.mans.co.me/en/traces-of-russian-money-laundromat-on-montenegrin-coast/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/press-release-council-of-the-agency-for-prevention-of-corruption-to-dismiss-director-perovic/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/there-will-be-no-control-of-concessionaires-until-they-find-oil/
https://www.mans.co.me/kako-da-postanem-bolji-novinar-istrazivac/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/packages-distributed-to-peoples-homes-as-well-aid-declared-a-secret/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/eu-award-for-mans-investigative-centre/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=me.co.mans.pitajte_institucije&fbclid=IwAR18DjBn7bxW5DPGtjMy9DEN5QKsrvh5v5Ait9NO_edyXvFCaihReys0hEY
https://www.facebook.com/nvo.mans/videos/494361958513164
http://www.mans.co.me/asfalt-sa-mirisom-korupcije-kako-je-budvanski-predsjednik-opstine-zaradivao-od-gradskih-tendera/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/eng-state-captu_53661842.pdf
https://www.mans.co.me/zakoni-po-mjeri-crna-gora-zarobljena-drzava/
https://www.mans.co.me/tuzilastvo-imalo-kljucnu-ulogu-u-zarobljavanju-drzave/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/data-on-budget-spending-available-to-citizens-at-the-initiative-of-mans/
https://tinyurl.com/445byjku?fbclid=IwAR2__vmcdjYCEiHxOFw1xz4qmxLDjUmrXnA_dQQ3xxZ87LDPXmJqMp7WQoM
https://t.co/M0VL7ddwa6?amp=1
http://www.mans.co.me/en/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Analysis-Money-and-politics.pdf
https://dan.co.me/vijesti/drustvo/partije-kriju-kako-su-potrosile-pola-miliona-za-zenske-organizacije-5073514
https://www.mans.co.me/zakoni-po-mjeri-crna-gora-zarobljena-drzava/
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08
The latest footage of the MANS Investigative Centre show that the President of
the Municipality of Budva, Marko Carević, continued with the usurpation of
state land in Krimovica, but also that new facilities have been built in the last
few months without a building permit. An agricultural farm of the company
"Carinvest" is located on over half a million square meters of usurped state land
in the village of Krimovica, Municipality of Kotor. This company is owned by the
president of the Municipality of Budva. New footage and the complete story are
available at: https://www.mans.co.me/novi-nelegalni-objekti-na-krimovici-
drzava-i-dalje-podrzava-carevica/                                                                     09/08/2021 

01
The Law on Free Access to Information was passed less than 10 years ago, and
was last amended in mid-2017 by a decision of the then parliamentary
majority. As the line ministry sent an innovated draft law for public discussion in
early June, NGO MANS submitted 19 proposals. Considering that Montenegro
had a good Law until the last amendments, we also propose the introduction of
some solutions that existed in the 2012 Law. That this Law is extremely
important is shown by the fact that among the information published by the
Ministry of Finance and Social Welfare at the request of the NGO MANS, is the fact
that the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management continued to pay
subsidies for the farm of the Mayor of Budva built on usurped state land. 
                                                                                                                                                01/07/2021

09

12

The executive director of the NGO MANS spoke with her interlocutors as a
guest in the show Načisto on TV Vijesti on the topic: Government from the point
of view of the NGO sector. 
Has the civil sector in Montenegro essentially sided with the Government or has it
maintained a critical distance?
How is the long-awaited reform of Montenegrin society progressing?
Who are the critics of the government today and what are their motives?
What are we criticizing, and what are we skipping?
Why is needling dangerous and true criticism desirable? - These are just some of
the questions that the guests of the show will try to answer.           08/07/2021

For more than a year and a half, the Secretariat-General of the Government has
kept secret information about the real reason for the alleged business trip of
the President of Montenegro, Milo Đukanović, to Paris. The changes at the head
of that institution did not lead to a change in the practice of hiding information,
but the latest ruling of the Administrative Court upon the lawsuit of the NGO
MANS could force the new government to finally disclose the documentation
on the mysterious flight. Although the Administrative Court annulled the decision
of the Secretariat-General of the Government of Montenegro in early July, by
which all data on last year's flight of the President were declared secret, more than
a month after the verdict, the new leadership is still "not ready" to disclose 
documentation.                                                                                                               16/08/2021

16

NGO MANS recorded the devastation of Tara for the first time in late 2018, while
data released by the National Council for the Fight against High-Level Corruption
show that the previous government had information at least a year before that
excavations from the tunnel were deposited directly into Tara, that its bed was
moved, that gravel was illegally extracted from it, and that wastewater was
discharged directly into the river. The documentation shows that the former
government actively worked on covering up the violations of the law by the
Chinese company CRBC, while at the same time deceiving the public that
everything is fine with the construction of the highway. On the other hand, the
devastation continued even after the appointment of the new government, which even
after nine months does not have answers to key questions related to the highway.   
                                                                                                                                                       12/08/2021

23
The Basic State Prosecutor's Office in Kotor has launched an investigation into
the case of the illegal construction of the Minister of Ecology, Spatial Planning and
Urbanism, Ratko Mitrović, according to a report submitted by the NGO MANS at
the end of May. New data published by MANS show that the illegal building of
Minister Mitrović's family cannot be legalized without changing the planning
documentation for which Mitrović is in charge. "A facility owned by Mnister
Mitrović is neither the only nor the largest illegal facility in Budva, but we believe
it could be a great opportunity for the new government to show by concrete
example that the law is now the same for everyone and that there are no
untouchables in the urban sector."                                                                            23/08/2021

26
Two and a half years after opening of the inquest, Special State Prosecutor Milivoje
Katnić personally rejected the criminal charges filed by MANS against the
President of Montenegro, Milo Đukanović, the President of Atlas Group, Duško
Knežević, Dušan Ban and Željko Mihailović from Podgorica, former Director of the
Administration for the Prevention of Money Laundering, Predrag Mitrović, due to a
well-founded suspicion that they had committed the criminal offense of money
laundering in an organized manner. MANS suspected Đukanović and his partners
of creating a criminal organization aimed at concealing the origin of 1.5m euros,
which served as a guarantee in the form of cash collateral for Milo Đukanović's
loan, which he later used to buy shares of the Prva banka bank.            26/08/2021

In an interview with the weekly Monitor, the director of the MANS
Investigative Centre talks about the key issues of the new regime, the
importance of establishing a Prosecutorial Council, the fight against organized
crime, insufficient transparency of the new government and all current topics.
“As long as we ‘nurture’ the new Svetozar Marović in Budva, there cannot be
substantial changes”, he said in an interview, which you can read at the link
below: https://www.monitor.co.me/dejan-milovac-mans-na-nama-je-da-ne-
dozvolimo-novi-dps/                                                                                                   13/08/2021 

2021

http://www.mans.co.me/en/new-illegal-facilities-in-krimovica-the-state-continues-to-support-carevic/
https://www.vijesti.me/vijesti/drustvo/552871/kazne-za-drzavne-organe-koji-salju-netacne-podatke
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1WBSgZ8dHqs
http://www.mans.co.me/en/flight-by-the-state-aircraft-is-not-a-secret/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/the-highway-can-become-a-mortgage-for-the-new-government-as-well/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/budvanisation-of-the-new-minister-of-urbanism/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/criminal-charges-for-dukanovics-first-million-dismissed/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1WBSgZ8dHqs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DmbYRSENpa4
http://www.mans.co.me/en/new-illegal-facilities-in-krimovica-the-state-continues-to-support-carevic/
https://www.facebook.com/nvo.mans/videos/272523437578213
https://www.facebook.com/nvo.mans/photos/pcb.3799141586853279/3799139503520154
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SwHznwl0pp8
http://www.mans.co.me/en/dejan-milovac-interview-with-independent-weekly-monitor/
https://www.vijesti.me/tv/emisije/563428/pokrenut-izvidjaj-u-slucaju-nelegalne-gradnje-ministra-mitrovica
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=me.co.mans.pitajte_institucije&fbclid=IwAR18DjBn7bxW5DPGtjMy9DEN5QKsrvh5v5Ait9NO_edyXvFCaihReys0hEY
https://www.monitor.co.me/dejan-milovac-mans-na-nama-je-da-ne-dozvolimo-novi-dps/
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15

The data obtained by the Network for the Affirmation of NGO Sector
(MANS) show that from March until today, the national airline
"ToMontenegro" has paid nearly 50,000 euros to experts whose names
they are hiding. Based on the Law on Free Access to Information, MANS
requested copies of all contracts on consulting services concluded with
third parties from its establishment until August 5. Unfortunately, the
submitted documentation indicates that when it comes to the transparency
of their business, the state-owned companies continue the bad practice.
                                                                                                                                            04/09/2021

04

One year after the change of government, Montenegro’s public does not
have a single percentage more information compared to what we had
during the rule of the Democratic Party of Socialists (DPS), while, when it
comes to the legal framework, things still have not moved from the
deadlock. On the International Day for Universal Access to Information, MANS
states that “transparency in the work of state institutions is one of the key
preconditions for civic control of their work, and a successful fight against
corruption”, as well as that “a change of government is not enough to
fundamentally change the attitude of institutions towards the right of the
public to know”.                                                                                                         28/09/2021 

MP of the Democratic Party of Socialists (DPS) and former Prime Minister Duško
Marković has become the owner of a new Volvo S90 sedan. According to the
documentation received by the NGO MANS, this purchase cost 42,000
euros. Bearing in mind that on one hand, his property card for the previous
year shows that he could not afford it from regular income, and that on the
other hand we have no information on whether he took out a loan in the
meantime or otherwise provided those funds , Marković, as a public official,
is obliged to explain to the public the origin of the money for the purchase
of the car.                                                                                                                     15/09/2021

20

28

16
After more than two years since the then director of the Agency for Prevention
of Corruption, Sreten Radonjić, rejected the MANS’ initiative against the
President Milo Đukanović for not reporting a millions-worth collection of
watches, the Administrative Court ordered the Agency to adopt a new
decision in this case. The ruling of the Administrative Court proves once
again the extent to which APC was focused on protecting the highest
officials of the previous government when it comes to prosecuting for
obvious violations of anti-corruption laws.                                                 20/09/2021

The minutes from the meeting held at the Water Administration, which stated
that the restrictions from the Environmental Impact Assessment Study of the
works on regulating the flow of the Morača River were violated, show that the
main water source for Montenegrin coast has been endangered for six years.
Since 2014, the Water Administration of Montenegro has had information that
the works on the regulation of the Morača River endanger the Bolje sestre
water source, from which the Regional Water Supply System is supplied. Given
the importance of this problem, as well as its evident addressing in the
previous ten years, it remains unclear why the regulation of Morača was
stopped only in December last year.                                                                16/09/2021 

In the eve of the International Day for Universal Access to Information, and in
order to determine whether and to what extent the ministries in the
Government of Montenegro meet their legal obligation to proactively
publish information, MANS conducted an analysis of the data available on
their websites. According to the review of the websites of 12 ministries, it is
found that no ministry fully publishes proactive information. Only half of
the ministries of the reorganized Government of Montenegro publish
over 50% of mainly readily available information, with no ministry
publishing all information in any of the categories of data that the law
stipulates must be available.                                                                           28/09/2021

28
A new, improved version of the "Ask the Institutions" mobile application
is available to the public. It is developed by the NGO MANS with the
support of the Delegation of the European Union to Montenegro, the
Embassy of Canada and the U.S. Embassy Podgorica. The project refers to
monitoring the transparency and activities of state bodies in
Montenegro and through this service, MANS enables journalists and
citizens to request information in the possession of public authorities,
while at the same time conducts all prescribed legal procedures to
provide access to data.                                                                                 28/09/2021

2021

http://www.mans.co.me/tomontenegro-krije-imena-eksperata-placenih-50-000-eura/
http://www.mans.co.me/javnost-trosenja-drzavnih-para-samo-politicki-marketing/
https://www.vijesti.me/vijesti/drustvo/566367/markovic-se-castio-luksuznom-limuzinom-od-42-000-eura
http://www.mans.co.me/agencija-da-utvrdi-koliko-je-sati/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/the-water-administration-knowingly-endangered-the-water-source-bolje-sestre/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/low-proactivity-in-publishing-information-continued-practice-of-the-old-government/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/legal-aid-for-submitting-requests-for-access-to-information-in-montenegro/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/the-water-administration-knowingly-endangered-the-water-source-bolje-sestre/
http://www.mans.co.me/agencija-da-utvrdi-koliko-je-sati/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=me.co.mans.pitajte_institucije&fbclid=IwAR3hUh33iD0X_CZAwf2INdzUwjGbHxFhSa3eB2eCetfQmAbzswluKlN0y0g
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October in photos
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in MANS

05

The Head of the Expert Body of the National Council for the Fight against High-
Level Corruption and the Executive Director of the NGO MANS reacted to the
recently published data in the daily newspaper "Dan", that last year, by the
decision of the cabinet of the former government, 5,266,036 euros was paid
under the label of secrecy from the budget reserve. On that occasion, she
proposed that the Ministry of Finance, in accordance with its competences,
conducted an internal audit and control of secret payments as soon as possible.
If the documentation shows that the funds were paid out without a legal basis, the
State Prosecutor’s Office will have to initiate proceedings to determine whether there
was an abuse of official position or other criminal acts with elements of corruption.
                                                                                                                                                      21/10/2021

03
NGO MANS participated in the analysis of documents leaked from tax
havens, in cooperation with the International Consortium of Investigative
Journalists and over 600 journalists from 117 countries. On that occasion,
MANS obtained data that indicate that Đukanovici concluded secret
agreements on the management of their property, hiding behind a
complex network of affiliated companies from Great Britain, Switzerland,
the British Virgin Islands, Panama and Gibraltar. Son of the President of
Montenegro also used this structure to set up two hidden companies with
daughter companies in London and Montenegro.                          03/10/2021

07

21

"Pandora Papers" and data from the British company register show that
Croatian oil and gas consultants Vedran Perše and Jasminko Umićević forgave a
debt of 108 thousand pounds to the hidden company of Blažo Đukanović
from the British Virgin Islands, Victoria Bridge Finance Ltd. The company,
which the three of them set up in London through affiliated companies, was
used to inject money into Blažo's offshore company. You can read the
complete story with accompanying documentation at the link below:
http://www.mans.co.me/en/pandora-papers-blazos-hidden-company-given-
108-thousand-pounds/                                                                                           05/10/2021

Lazar Grdinić, a colleague from the MANS Investigative Centre, spoke on the
topic of highway construction in Montenegro for the Swedish National
Television (SVT). You can find the complete show at the link below: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDvh8m9bu0A
                                                                                                                                              28/10/2021

28

As guests in the show "Načisto" on TV Vijesti, the Executive Director of NGO
MANS and the Chief Special Prosecutor spoke on the topic: Pandora and other
papers. The Chief Special Prosecutor sees no issue that Milo Đukanović, the
President of Montenegro, hides his assets in offshore accounts, due to the fact that
the Chief Special Prosecutor hides his own. The documentation that was
disclosed on that occasion points to the business between the Chief Special
Prosecutor Milivoje Katnić's and the company "Glosarij", which was not reported to
the Agency for Prevention of Corruption (APC). You can read the documentation
on how the value of Katnić's apartment increased by 28,000 euros in just four
months at: https://twitter.com/NVOMANS/status/1446181723545423874/
photo/1                                                                                                                                   07/10/2021

Within the global investigation "Pandora Papers", MANS Investigative
Centre reveals how Montenegro became a safe haven for offshore affairs
of the U.S. fugitive who has been sought by the U.S. authorities for years
due to suspicion of illegal organizing games of chance and illegal online
sports betting. Close to 900 thousand euros was paid from the Bahamas to
accounts in Montenegro. You can read the full investigative story with all the
details at the link below: http://www.mans.co.me/en/pandora-papers-
montenegro-is-a-safe-haven-for-offshore-business/                     22/10/2021

29
Draft amendments to the Law on Free Access to Information, which were put
up for public discussion, and then presented in an updated version at the
session of the Public Administration Reform Council, did not address the key
shortcomings of the current law, while potentially opening up space for new
abuses. Institute Alternative and MANS sent a letter to the Prime Minister
with a request to remove problematic restrictions on access to information,
especially business and tax secret and the exclusion of data from international
organizations, foreign states and the security sector, even when there is a
prevailing interest in their disclosing.                                                           29/10/2021

2021

https://dan.co.me/vijesti/ekonomija/c-alovic-markovic-spajic-da-hitno-ispita-tajne-milionske-isplate-bivse-vlade-5088906
http://www.mans.co.me/en/pandora-papers-dukanovic-family-hid-ownership-through-five-countries/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/pandora-papers-blazos-hidden-company-given-108-thousand-pounds/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDvh8m9bu0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=deL_0dW-cHE
http://www.mans.co.me/en/pandora-papers-montenegro-is-a-safe-haven-for-offshore-business/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__Gz0L7BNV4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__Gz0L7BNV4&t=2s
https://www.mans.co.me/pandora-papiri-skrivenu-blazovu-firmu-castili-108-hiljada-funti/
http://rtcg.me/vijesti/drustvo/337213/posao-izmedju-katnica-i-firme-glosarij-nije-prijavljen-ask-u.html
https://twitter.com/NVOMANS/status/1446181723545423874/photo/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DZaDmBZaNzQ
http://rtcg.me/vijesti/drustvo/339572/ukloniti-problematicna-ogranicenja-pristupa-informacijama.html
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A new case of illegal construction in Tivat by the controversial businessman
Branislav Savić-Gugi from Budva drew the attention of the Network for
Affirmation of NGO Sector (MANS) as well, which on that occasion submitted
an official initiative to the Ministry of Ecology, Spatial Planning and Urbanism to
carry out an inspection on the site in Opatovo, where Savić's company "Gugi
Commerc" started building a new boutique hotel. The company of the convicted
member of the Budva criminal group started works without submitting a
construction report, which is a legal obligation before starting any construction
works.                                                                                                                                   01/11/2021

01

Criminalizing the illicit enrichment of public officials would be a sign that the
current government is ready to sanction itself - the executive director of the
Network for Affirmation of the NGO Sector (MANS) said. At the round table
on the proposed amendments to the Law on Seizure and Confiscation of Material
Benefit Derived from Criminal Activity, she pointed out the importance of the
issue of criminalization and noted that the proposed amendments leave
open the question of what timeframe would be treated by the law. She
expressed her fear that there would be no good results if the law covered only
cases of suspicious enrichment from previous years.                            18/11/2021 

The judgement of the Administrative Court stipulates that the Agency for
Prevention of Corruption (APC) will have to make a new decision on the initiative
of the NGO MANS to determine the existence of violations of the Law on
Prevention of Corruption in the case of the public official, head of state Milo
Đukanović, regarding his trip to Saint Tropez in 2010. Previous decision of the
APC, which dismissed the request of MANS to initiate proceedings in this
case as unfounded, was annulled. Previous director of APC made a decision
that this institution would not deal with the exotic vacations of Đukanović and
Gvozdenović, which were financed by Duško Knežević.                            02/11/2021

17

18

10
MANS called on the Ministry of Capital Investments (MCI), headed by the
Minister Mladen Bojanic, to withdraw from the public debate the proposal of
the concession act for stone extraction from the site Platac in Krimovica until
the actual situation on the ground is determined, as well as the facts related to
the previous use of that quarry by the company "Carinvest". It is the examples
such as this one of Carević and his illegal activities, which have been going on
smoothly for years regardless of who is in power, that show that there is still
no political will to ensure equality before the law and that no party or other
interest should ever again be above the public interest.                    17/11/2021

During his visit to Montenegro, US Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Bureau of
European and Eurasian Affairs, Gabriel Escobar, met with civil society leaders. On
that occasion, the director of the Network for Affirmation of NGO Sector (MANS)
pointed out the importance of international cooperation in solving the most
important corruption and organized crime affairs. At the same time, she informed
him about the findings related to the Pandora Papers, the reactions of the State
Prosecutor’s Office and other institutions in that case, as well as the Telekom case.
In addition, she asked for help in preparing a financial audit of the construction of
the highway, since the Ministry of Capital Investments (MCI) claims that it does not
have the capacity and financial resources to do such thing.                            10/11/2021

MANS Investigative Centre has discovered documentation that confirms that
the company "Glosarij" overpaid for at least 30 thousand euros the apartment
it bought in 2009 from the current Chief Special Prosecutor, Milivoje Katnić.
Katnić never reported this deal to the competent institutions, and the data
obtained by MANS show that he did not pay the income tax he made in that
transaction. You can read the complete investigative story with all the details
on this business at the link below: http://www.mans.co.me/en/katnic-earned-
30000-euros-from-the-deal-with-glosarij-the-tax-was-not-paid/  21/11/2021

23
The data obtained by the MANS Investigative Centre show that the Chief
Special Prosecutor, Milivoje Katnić, hid another real estate deal from the
competent authorities, worth 30 thousand euros. That is why MANS officially
handed over the initiative for launching proceedings against the Chief Special
Prosecutor Katnić to the Agency for Prevention of Corruption, which will be
supplemented with new data on the sale of land in Zabjelo and income of 30
thousand euros, which were also not reported. You can find all the details
on this business at the link: http://www.mans.co.me/en/katnic-hid-additional-
30000-euros-from-the-sale-of-plot-in-podgorica/                                 23/11/2021

26
Is Bemax an example of a successful company or a ’pest’ and a privileged
contractor, is the topic of a debate in the TV show Načisto, in which the director
of the MANS Investigative Centre participated as a guest. The devastation of
the Morača river bed has been illegally going on for years. MANS has repeatedly
pointed to the privileges by the state when assigning jobs to Bemax. On this
occasion, the information was disclosed that gravel was illegally taken from
plots owned by Veselin Kovačević, as a natural person, after the introduction of
the moratorium in December 2016.                                                                 26/11/2021

29
That the Ministry of Internal Affairs does not have documentation on the
contracted procurement of the AFIS system, which is supposed to prevent
election abuses, is confirmed by the MoI's decision issued at the request of the
NGO MANS, which requested data on this public procurement. The AFIS system
is supposed to prevent "double identity", and thus the possibility of multiple
voting in elections, and was delivered to the Ministry of Interior in 2016, while
the contract for its procurement was concluded a year earlier. That document
was first declared secret, and then destroyed thanks to the Law on Archival
Material, by which the state authorities themselves prescribed the retention
periods for most data.                                                                                                     29/11/2021
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https://www.vijesti.me/vijesti/drustvo/573526/sta-mitrovic-i-konatar-rade-u-vezi-s-gugijevom-gradnjom
https://www.vijesti.me/vijesti/politika/576290/calovic-markovic-kriminalizovati-nezakonito-bogacenje-kljucno-je-pitanje-prvog-miliona
https://www.in4s.net/ask-ipak-o-egzoticnim-putoovanjima-ponovo-odlucuju-o-djukanovicevom-put-u-sen-trope/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/concession-rigged-in-favour-of-carevic/
https://www.cdm.me/politika/i-calovic-markovic-ce-se-sastati-sa-eskobarom/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/katnic-earned-30000-euros-from-the-deal-with-glosarij-the-tax-was-not-paid/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/katnic-hid-additional-30000-euros-from-the-sale-of-plot-in-podgorica/
https://www.vijesti.me/vijesti/politika/575252/eskobar-korupcija-ozbiljno-ugrozava-demokratiju-u-crnoj-gori
https://www.vijesti.me/tv/emisije/577504/kovacevic-formalni-sam-vlasnik-bemaxa-neformalni-ubovic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KMIsJnwTygY
http://www.mans.co.me/en/mci-still-avoids-questions-about-carevic/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/katnic-earned-30000-euros-from-the-deal-with-glosarij-the-tax-was-not-paid/
https://www.vijesti.me/tv/emisije/576850/mans-katnic-od-posla-sa-glosarijem-zaradio-30000-eura-porez-nije-placen
https://www.vijesti.me/tv/emisije/576850/mans-katnic-od-posla-sa-glosarijem-zaradio-30000-eura-porez-nije-placen
https://www.pcnen.com/portal/2021/11/25/vlasnik-bemaksa-priznao-da-je-sa-njegovih-parcela-neko-krao-sljunak/
https://www.dan.co.me/vijesti/drustvo/mup-ne-posjeduje-informacije-o-javnoj-nabavci-afis-sistema-koji-bi-trebalo-da-sprecava-izborne-zloupotrebe-dokumentaciju-proglasili-tajnom-pa-je-unistili-5095278
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TF3z3O2ZtA4
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From now, for the iOS operating system as well - Scan the QR code and
download the application for providing legal assistance for submitting
requests for access to information in Montenegro. Through this application,
you can submit requests for information to any institution in Montenegro,
and we will conduct all prescribed legal procedures to provide you with
access to the data. 
LINK TO DOWNLOAD THE APP: 
https://apps.apple.com/hr/app/pitajte-institucije/id1594618199                   
                                                                                        

The adoption of the concession act for Krimovica by the Government of Montenegro
meant realization of the plan of the Ministry of Capital Investments (MCI) and the
Minister Mladen Bojanić to award a 30-year concession for stone exploitation to the
company of Marko Carević, the Mayor of Budva, contrary to laws and regulations.
A month earlier, MANS warned the Government of Montenegro, MCI and the Minister
himself that the manner in which this work is planned is not in accordance with the
law, or the generally adopted principle of transparency of state bodies and zero
tolerance for corruption. The way in which MCI acts in this business, and the
obvious violation of the Law on Concessions, have all the characteristics of the
so-called deals made by the previous government that devastated the
country's resources.                                                                                                          20/12/2021 

MANS analyzed the data on flights by state aircraft that it received from the
Parliament of Montenegro under the Law on Free Access to Information. Data
show that the wife of the former President of the Parliament flew the state plane 19
times outside of protocol. More precisely, out of 25 flights, she was part of the official
delegation of the Parliament of Montenegro only six times. MANS Investigative Centre
analysed over 50 flights that were realized for the needs of the Parliament in the period
from 2016 to 2021, and the data revealed possible abuses of the state aircraft for
private purposes. In the meantime, the Secretariat-General of the Government of
Montenegro continues to hide from the public data on flights by the state aircraft
Lear Jet 45.                                                                                                                                03/12/2021

16

20

09
MANS called on the Social Democrats and the Movement for Changes, parliamentary
political parties that have been receiving enormous funds from the state for
years and hiding all the information about their finances, to finally disclose
information about their funding. Although the leaders of those parties publicly
advocate for the transparency of spending citizens' money, at the same time, they
hide how they spend significant funds they receive from the state and municipal
budgets. In this way, it was hidden from the public in what way 1.8 million euros
was spent funds from public funds, and this kind of behavior further increases
suspicions about the legality of their work, considering that they do not respond to
requests for information and submit only brief financial reports from which it is not
possible to find out even basic things about their business.                                16/12/2021

Two-day XIV National Anti-Corruption Conference was organized by the
Network for Affirmation of NGO Sector (MANS), as a part of the marking of the
International Anti-Corruption Day. Through several thematic panels, this year's Anti-
Corruption Conference was dedicated to areas particularly vulnerable to corruption.
On the first day, the focus was on the financing of political entities and election
campaigns, free access to information and the area of public procurement, while the
second day was dedicated to the proposed reforms of the Law on Seizure and
Confiscation of Material Benefit Derived from Criminal Activity. Within each panel,
representatives of state institutions and the civil sector, journalists, as well as foreign
experts, shared their experiences and recommendations.                             09-10/12/2021

DPS only partially responded to over 100 requests for free access to
information about its finances submitted by MANS in the past two years,
deliberately deleting data on outflows (expenses), but also on inflows to the
bank accounts of this party. During 2019 and 2020, the Democratic Party of
Socialists (DPS) received around 6.1 million euros from the state budget, while data
on their spending are only partially available. In addition, for the observed period,
DPS did not publish any data related to transactions through the treasury, i.e. cash
payments. Thus, for last year's parliamentary elections, complete data were
available for only 13% of transactions.                                                                21/12/2021

27
Started in 2019 as a project of public interest with the support of the Municipality
of Ulcinj and the competent Ministry of Agriculture, today, "The Olive House" is a
luxury hotel with a restaurant and apartments privately owned, built in the heart
of the olive grove in Valdanos, where any construction of this type is strictly
forbidden. You can read how the state aid was used for private interest and
the complete story done within the project "Support to Investigative Journalism
in Montenegro", which is implemented by the NGO MANS with the financial
support of the US Embassy in Podgorica through the 2020 Media 
Professionalization Assistance Program, at the link below: 
http://www.mans.co.me/en/state-aid-for-private-business/ .            27/12/2021

28
For more than half a year, the Secretariat-General of the Government of
Montenegro has refused to make public a dozen decisions of the inner cabinet of
the Government of Duško Marković from 2019 and 2020, some of which were
made during the so-called technical mandate of the outgoing DPS government. The
decisions requested by MANS refer to payments from the current budget reserve,
and it is still unknown what the amounts were. MANS continuously points out that
the best international practice dictates that all information on how money from
the budget is spent must be available to all citizens, with exceptions that are well
defined so as not to leave room for abuses.                                                28/12/2021

30
A building paid 8.7 million euros a year ago, bought for the needs of several state
institutions, has not been completed or moved into, and the information obtained
by the MANS Investigative Centre and "Vijesti" indicates violation of regulations
and possible corruption in the purchase of that real estate. According to MANS’
documents, the former Property Administration first significantly changed the
public call, which could have resulted in the elimination of competition, and
then concluded a purchase agreement by violating tender conditions
prescribed by the institution itself. You can read all the details on how the
tender procedure went in the story on the link below: http://www.mans.co.me/
en/building-rigged-in-favour-of-monstat/  .                                                 30/12/2021
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https://apps.apple.com/hr/app/pitajte-institucije/id1594618199
http://www.mans.co.me/en/bojanic-and-mci-continue-to-rig-concessions-in-favour-of-carevic/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/the-parliament-published-data-on-flights-brajovics-wife-regular-passenger-of-the-state-aircraft/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/pzp-and-sd-continue-to-hide-how-they-spent-1-8-million-euros-from-the-budget/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/xiv-national-anti-corruption-conference-9-10-december-2021/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/dps-took-6-1-million-euros-from-the-budget-in-two-years-data-on-inflows-and-outflows-from-bank-accounts-deleted/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/state-aid-for-private-business/
http://www.mans.co.me/en/payments-from-the-budget-remain-secret/
https://apps.apple.com/hr/app/pitajte-institucije/id1594618199
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_im_fHKLcg
https://www.facebook.com/nvo.mans/videos/1118114612351461/?__cft__[0]=AZVCFzovj8Hwv8Ipl5D2PaPwFD_on-MRi3OXKZ9RIxUJMlZ2tP3Vcqawu0Rh1kvKCbGz_qDoePYpDEMCsGGhe7C6Ecqe0P1IgaGCOV89O5x7VrBghykmTf2ICondSK9cjHDABB6oz3TAeyngvVrpKTzb9YJjQOSJDI6Gxl-Uj5uB3oOfAth-e2677J9ZMRlOt2E&__tn__=%2B%3FFH-R
http://www.mans.co.me/en/xiv-national-anti-corruption-conference-9-10-december-2021/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2aW9tbFc8p8
https://www.facebook.com/nvo.mans/videos/252389500321088/
https://www.facebook.com/nvo.mans/videos/xiv-nacionalna-antikorupcijska-konferencija-xiv-national-anti-corruption-confere/252389500321088/?__so__=permalink&__rv__=related_videos
http://www.mans.co.me/en/building-rigged-in-favour-of-monstat/
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