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In Montenegro, there is a legal framework that allows public administration
to be open, but there is a lack of political will to improve and implement laws,
according to Milena Muk, a public policy researcher at the Alternative Institute, and
Dejan Milovac, director of the Research Center of the Network for the Affirmation of
the Non-Governmental Sector in an interview with the MINA agency. 
From MANS it was pointed out that society expected that the new government
would be interested in showing citizens how certain privatizations took place, how
the highway was financed and a whole series of affairs that existed only in media
headlines and could not be further investigated.                                                01/05/2023
Action for Human Rights (HRA), the Network for the Affirmation of the Non-
Governmental Sector (MANS) and the Association of Lawyers of Montenegro (UPCG)
appeal to the existing "dissolved" convocation of the Parliament of Montenegro to
suspend the adoption of new laws, in order to preserve constitutionality and
legal certainty, because since the passing of the decree on the dissolution of the
Assembly, it has had no legitimacy for almost two months, except for the
performance of "current and urgent tasks". Also appeal to the Government of
Montenegro, which lost confidence more than eight months ago, to suspend
legislative initiatives.                                                                                                         04/05/2023
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In March and April of this year alone, the Government of Montenegro declared as
many as 160 individual transactions secret, thus continuing the practice of
concealing data on the state budget spending during election campaigns and
opening up space for abuses. During those two months, as many as 84 transactions
of the National Security Agency and 51 transactions of the Ministry of Defence were
hidden from the public. MANS reminds that the concealment of data on the spending
of state money, especially in the pre-election period, is a huge incentive for corruption
and is a practice that, first of all, the parties that make up the executive power, must
abandon without delay ahead of the upcoming extraordinary parliamentary elections. 
                                                                                                                                                                 17/05/2023

Analysis of data on donations received by candidates during the previous
presidential campaign revealed numerous suspicions of violations of the Law on
Financing Political Parties and Election Campaigns, as well as the continuation of the
passive attitude that the Agency for the Prevention of Corruption (APC) has towards
the supervision of the implementation of this law. See more details on how election
campaigns were financed:

The campaign of presidential candidate Andrija Mandić was supported by two NGOs
with 40 thousand euros;
One of the donors to the campaign of the elected president Jakov Milatović received
jobs from the state in the previous period;
Presidential campaign of the DPS’ candidate, Milo Đukanović, was once again financed
by natural persons who received social assistance in the previous period.    09/05/2023
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During the pre-election campaign, in March and April 2023, the Commission for
assessing the damage caused by natural disasters of the Government of Montenegro paid
out over 800,000 Euros from the budget on the basis of fees, which is eight times
more than in the same period last year. The allocation of funds for natural disasters
is decided by a commission headed by Zoran Miljanić, Minister without Portfolio, in
charge of the fight against corruption. The increase in these payments occurred at the
end of last year, after the amendment of Democratic Montenegro banned all other
types of payments to natural persons from the budget reserve.                  18/05/2023

The so-called short-term employment has been recognized in the previous period
as one of the mechanisms for illegal influence on the free electoral will of citizens,
and one of the key levers for influencing the election result used by the authorities
before 2020.   
The data on increased payments based on temporary employment contracts
in the eve of the extraordinary parliamentary elections show that the old
practice has not been completely abandoned, and that the mechanisms that
were once criticized by the opposition are now being used unrestrainedly
from the position of the government.                                                               22/05/2023
That in addition to the amount, the number of payments for temporary
employment contracts also increased shows analysis of NGO MANS. During March
and April this year, state institutions made as many as 5,600 individual payments based
on temporary employment contracts, which is nearly 1,400 payments more compared to
the same period last year when there were no elections. This data confirms suspicions
that this is new employment and denies the claims of the Prime Minister that the
increase in the amount of payments occurred only because individual amounts
were increased.
You can find detailed data on the interactive graph at the following link: https://www.
mans.co.me/reagovanje-abazovic-pokusao-da-obmane-javnost-osim-iznosa-
povecan-je-i-broj-isplata-po-ugovorima-o-djelu/.                                                   25/05/2023

The Bureau of Social Research - BIRODI conducted monitoring of media service
providers' reports in Serbia about the presidential elections in Montenegro,
which were held on March 19, 2023 (first round) and April 2 (second round).
Complete the monitoring of reporting by media service providers under the
jurisdiction of the Regulatory Body for Electronic Media from Serbia during the
presidential election campaign in Montenegro as well as analysis of covert advertising
of electoral candidates you can see at the link below: https://www.
mans.co.me/izvestaj-o-izvestavanju-pruzalavaca-medijskih-usluga-pmu-u-
nadleznnosti-regulatornog-tela-za-elektronske-medije-rem-iz-srbije-tokom-
kampanje-za-predsednicke-izbore-u-crnoj-gori-2023-godine/.              31/05/2023
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What did the analysis of budget spending in the pre-election campaign show?
About the misuse of state resources during the election campaign and the
results in the fight against corruption and organized crime - see the guest
appearance of the executive director of MANS in the morning program RTCG -
Good morning Montenegro, which is available in its entirety at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ip3AV3cN-8Q.                                31/05/2023
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